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NATIONAL CLIMATE ASSESSMENT AND DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2013, 3:15-5PM EDT
TELEPHONE MEETING

WELCOME
Dr. Jerry Melillo, Marine Biological Laboratory and NCADAC Chair

Jerry Melillo welcomed the NCADAC members and opened the meeting. Minutes from the July and
September minutes were brought forward. No comments or corrections were noted, and the minutes
were accepted as written.

Decision
Dr. Melillo requested that Kathy Jacobs and staff members be allowed to participate in discussions of
the committee as necessary, and the request was approved by consensus.

UPDATE ON RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

Ms. Kathy Jacobs, Office of Science and Technology Policy and National Climate Assessment Director
Dr. Jerry Melillo, Marine Biological Laboratory and NCADAC Chair
Dr. Tony Janetos, Boston University

Kathy Jacobs said that the National Climate Assessment received over 1,000 comments in the last round
of internal agency review. The authors and staff had provided comments and potential responses to
chapter authors. Revised versions of chapters had been made available for individual review by NCADAC
members. There had been many changes to graphics and text. All comments and responses will be
available for NCADAC members, and will be posted publicly when the final report is posted. Editors were
working to get final copyedits made, including double-checking that correct versions of graphics are
included, references are linked, etc. The report was on schedule to be delivered for government review.

Jerry Melillo said that the comments come in, are shared with authors, and then authors decide how to
respond to comments (edits to chapters, responses). All steps are documented and interim versions of
the report will be available to the public when the report is released.

Tony Janetos wanted to commend NCA staff for their extraordinary work on the chapters. [Many
seconds and supportive voices from NCADAC.]

ATTENDANCE FOR CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM

Ms. Kathy Jacobs, Office of Science and Technology Policy and National Climate Assessment Director

Attendance of a quorum was confirmed.
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NCA REPORT TIMELINE

Ms. Kathy Jacobs, Office of Science and Technology Policy and National Climate Assessment Director
Dr. Jerry Melillo, Marine Biological Laboratory and NCADAC Chair
Ms. T.C. Richmond, VanNess Feldman GordonDerr and NCADAC Vice-Chair

Kathy Jacobs discussed the timeline and brought it back to the NCADAC for consideration, as shutdown
had caused some adjustments to times. Ms. Jacobs also said that NCADAC members should anticipate
webinars to provide an opportunity to ask questions and provide comments on the Highlights. As editors
were working on chapters of Highlights, they were having extensive conversations with the CLAs about
the chapters being summarized.

Jerry Melillo said that the NCADAC is producing a document that goes into the government review
process. It is not expected that there will be substantive changes to the science, but there may be some
changes to the text if the document is found to be policy prescriptive or committing federal funds — the
NCADAC has the opportunity to look at changes suggested by government and decide whether or not to
accept those changes. In the unlikely event that the NCADAC doesn’t agree with changes by the
government, there is an option to release its own report. Dr. Melillo reminded the NCADAC that the
Highlights will be built around the report findings and the regions. It will be a bit more complex than just
summarizing each chapter.

Kathy Jacobs then said that as the Highlights document is prepared, drafts could be posted on the
Resources site for individuals to review. Jacobs also reminded the group that it was on the agenda to
delegate preparation of final draft for government review (both NCA3 and Highlights) to the Executive
Secretariat.

Decision:

The NCADAC approved the NCA Revised Timeline dated 18 November 2013 and authorized the
Executive Secretariat to continue to manage and coordinate amendments to the NCA Timeline as
needed. Updates on revisions will be provided to the NCADAC.

REQUEST TO ALLOW EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT TO MANAGE AND COORDINATE FINAL
SUBMISSION OF GOVERNMENT REVIEW DRAFT & HIGHLIGHTS

Ms. T.C. Richmond, VanNess Feldman GordonDerr and NCADAC Vice-Chair

Decision:

The NCADAC approved by consensus the decision to authorize the Executive Secretariat to manage and
coordinate the final submission of the Government Review Draft and Highlights documents, and to keep
the NCADAC apprised of progress on and any major changes to the documents.

INDICATORS UPDATE

Dr. Tony Janetos, Boston University

Tony Janetos provided an update on the status and progress of the indicators project, the development
of the pilot, a plan for a NCADAC decision on indicators, and how indicators will be envisioned in the
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Global Change Information System. The indicators project is driven by the collaboration and cooperation
of participating agencies, including 10 of the 13 USGCRP agencies. Milestones for the indicators project
include the current NCADAC update, a presentation to the SGCR in December, informational webinars
for NCADAC members in January, and a decision from the NCADAC to recommend the pilot system in
Winter 2014. After decision by the NCADAC, the indicators report will be submitted to the government
for consideration by the USGCRP Principals. The report will recommend that part of the pilot be
released coincident with NCA3 release, and that the pilot be evaluated to plan for implementation of a
full indicators system.

The indicators can be thought of in two categories: (1) global context and (2) system and sector.
Indicators to be included in the pilot have to be implementable essentially immediately. Twelve
technical teams have proposed indicators, and 2-3 more teams are still working on proposals. Tony
Janetos and Melissa Kenney planned to visit Asheville in early December to talk with TSU about
implementation. Another indicators presentation on recommendations for the pilot system is expected
at the NCADAC meeting in February.

ENGAGEMENT AND COMMUNICATION

Dr. Susi Moser, Susanne Moser Research & Consulting and Stanford University

Susi Moser said that Phase | of the engagement around the NCA3 will be the government launch.
Because the report will be released as a government report, it is hoped that the initial release will be a
big splash. Phase Il of engagement, after release, will include extended outreach with the agencies,
NCAnet, etc. There has already been a huge growth of NCAnet and other networks that will use NCA3 in
comunications. NCADAC members are encouraged to let Emily Cloyd know if your institution is
interested in hosting an event or if you know of other events that could connect to the NCA.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Dr. Kandis Wyatt, NOAA NESDIS, Designated Federal Official (Alternate)

Kandis Wyatt opened the public comment period. No members of the public offered comments, and
the public comment period was closed.

CLOSING AND SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING MEETINGS

Dave Easterling, NCA Technical Support Unit Director, NOAA-NCDC
Ms. Kathy Jacobs, Office of Science and Technology Policy and National Climate Assessment Director
Dr. Jerry Melillo, Marine Biological Laboratory and NCADAC Chair

A poll had been sent out to schedule an in-person NCADAC meeting and Dave Easterling said that
February 20-21, 2014 looked like the best days so far.

Kathy Jacobs summarized the potential items for the upcoming meeting, which included a discussion of
products; the status of the sustained assessment implementation; a demonstration of the web version;
the evaluation process for NCA3; an indicators update; and engagement training and guidance.

Jerry Melillo closed the meeting by thanking Kathy Jacobs for her leadership as Director of the National
Climate Assessment. Kathy expected to stay on as a part-time contractor with OSTP through the release
of the NCA3.
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APPENDIX A: ATTENDEES

Non-Federal NCADAC Members in attendance

\ Name

Affiliation

Daniel Abbasi

E. Virginia Armbrust
Timothy (Bull) Bennett
Rosina Bierbaum

James Buizer

Lynne Carter

F. Stuart (Terry) Chapin
Camille Coley

Jan Dell

Paul Fleming

Guido Franco

Aris Georgakakos
David Gustafson

Mary Gade

David Hales

Sharon Hays

Mark Howden
Anthony (Tony) Janetos
Arthur Lee

Jo-Ann Leong

Diana Liverman

Rezaul Mahmood

Ed Maibach

Jerry Melillo

Susanne Moser
Richard Moss

Phil Mote

Jayantha Obeysekera
John Posey

Sara Pryor

Terese (T.C.) Richmond
Andrew Rosenberg
Henry (Gerry) Schwartz
Donald Wuebbles
Gary Yohe

GameChange Capital, LLC

University of Washington

Kiksapa Consulting, LLC

University of Michigan and President’s Council of Advisors on
Science and Technology

University of Arizona

Louisiana State University

University of Alaska

Florida Atlantic University

ConocoPhillips

Seattle Public Utilities

California Energy Commission

Georgia Institute of Technology
Monsanto Company

Gade Environmental Group

Second Nature

Computer Sciences Corporation
Australian CSIRO

Boston University

Chevron Corporation

University of Hawaii

University of Arizona and Oxford University
Western Kentucky University

George Mason University

Marine Biological Laboratory

Susanne Moser Research & Consulting
Joint Global Change Research Institute
Oregon State University

South Florida Water Management District
East-West Gateway Council of Governments
Indiana University

Van Ness Feldman GordonDerr

UNH and Union of Concerned Scientists
HGS Consultants, LLC

University of lllinois

Wesleyan University
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Federal NCADAC Ex-Officio Members in attendance

‘ Name Affiliation
Ko Barrett NOAA
Virginia Burkett U.S. Department of the Interior
Patricia Cogswell DHS

Patricia Jacobberger-

Jellison
Mike Kangior
Thomas Karl

Fabien Laurier for Susan

Ruffo
George Luber
Becky Patton

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

DHS
NOAA/Subcommittee on Global Change Research
CEQ

CDC
DOD

USGCRP, NOAA, and NCA Staff in attendance

Name Affiliation
Susan Aragon-Long USGCRP (USGS)
Emily Cloyd USGCRP
Alison Delgado USGCRP (JGCRI)
Tammy Dickinson OSTP
Dave Easterling NOAA
Elizabeth Fly NOAA and USGCRP
Bryce Golden-Chen USGCRP
Paula Hennon NOAA
Kathy Jacobs USGCRP (OSTP)
Melissa Kenney NOAA
Fred Lipschultz USGCRP (NASA)
Glynis Lough USGCRP
Julie Maldonado USGCRP
Bob Simon OSTP
Kandis Wyatt NOAA

Other attendees
Name Affiliation

Andrea Vittorio
Lisa Fleisher
Nick Wyatt

Bloomberg BNA
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health
WWF



